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“As a welcoming Body of Christ, we celebrate and share God’s saving
grace for all.”

INTRODUCTION

Within the gospel reading’s profound words lies the simple message
that God is revealed in a human person. Though we may try to
understand how the Word existed with God from the beginning of time,
the wonder we celebrate at Christmas is that the Word continues to
dwell among us. Christ comes among us in the gathered assembly, the
scriptures, the waters of new birth, and the bread and the wine.
Through these ordinary gifts we receive the fullness of God’s grace and
truth.

Prelude Patrick Murphy
Welcome — Announcements
Gathering Hymn “Christ, Be Our Light” Number 715

1 Longing for light, we wait in darkness. Longing for truth, we turn to
you. Make us your own, your holy people, light for the world to
see.

Refrain:
Christ, be our light! Shine in our hearts. Shine through the
darkness. Christ, be our light! Shine in your church gathered today.

2 Longing for peace, our world is troubled. Longing for hope, many
despair. Your word alone has pow’r to save us. Make us your living
voice. Refrain

3 Longing for food, many are hungry. Longing for water, many still
thirst. Make us your bread, broken for others, shared until all are
fed. Refrain

4 Longing for shelter, many are homeless. Longing for warmth, many
are cold. Make us your building, sheltering others, walls made of
living stone. Refrain

Confession and Forgiveness

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, = one God, who was in the beginning,
who makes a dwelling among us, who covers us with justice and
mercy. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection

P: God of goodness and lovingkindness, we confess that we have
sinned against you and our neighbors. We have turned away from
your invitation to new life. We have turned away from the lowly
and downtrodden. In your abundant mercy, forgive us our sins,
those we know and those known only to you, for the sake of
the one who came to live among us, Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

P: Hear the good news of peace and salvation! God forgives
us all our sins, not through our own work, but through F Jesus
Christ, made known to all people. With all who come to the
manger, rejoice in this amazing gift of grace. Amen.

Prayer of the Day

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
Let us pray. O God our redeemer, you created light that we might
live, and you illumine our world with your beloved Son. By your
Spirit comfort us in all darkness, and turn us toward the light of
Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

First Reading Jeremiah 31:7-14
Thus says the Lord: Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, and raise shouts
for the chief of the nations; proclaim, give praise, and say, “Save, O
Lord, your people, the remnant of Israel.” ®See, | am going to bring
them from the land of the north, and gather them from the farthest
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parts of the earth, among them the blind and the lame, those with
child and those in labor, together; a great company, they shall return
here. °With weeping they shall come, and with consolations | will lead
them back, | will let them walk by brooks of water, in a straight path in
which they shall not stumble; for | have become a father to Israel, and
Ephraim is my firstborn. Hear the word of the Lord, O nations, and
declare it in the coastlands far away; say, “He who scattered Israel will
gather him, and will keep him as a shepherd a flock.” *For the Lord has
ransomed Jacob, and has redeemed him from hands too strong for
him. **They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion, and they
shall be radiant over the goodness of the Lord, over the grain, the
wine, and the oil, and over the young of the flock and the herd; their
life shall become like a watered garden, and they shall never languish
again. *Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance, and the
young men and the old shall be merry. | will turn their mourning into
joy, | will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow. **| will give
the priests their fill of fatness, and my people shall be satisfied with my
bounty, says the Lord.

L: Word of God, Word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.
Psalm Reading Psalm 147:12-20

Worship the Lord, O Jerusalem; praise your God, O Zion, *who has
strengthened the bars of your gates and has blessed your children
within you. **God has established peace on your borders and satisfies
you with the finest wheat. God sends out a command to the earth, a
word that runs very swiftly. God gives snow like wool, scattering frost
like ashes. ’God scatters hail like bread crumbs. Who can stand against
God’s cold? *®The Lord sends forth the word and melts them; the wind
blows, and the waters flow. ?God declares the word to Jacob, statutes
and judgments to Israel. *The Lord has not done so to any other
nation; they do not know God’s judgments. Hallelujah!

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John the first chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel Reading John 1:1-18
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. *He was in the beginning with God. *All things came
into being through him, and without him not one thing came into

being. What has come into being *in him was life, and the life was the
light of all people. °The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness
did not overcome it. *There was a man sent from God, whose name
was John. "He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might
believe through him. ®He himself was not the light, but he came to
testify to the light. °The true light, which enlightens everyone, was
coming into the world. °He was in the world, and the world came into
being through him; yet the world did not know him. **He came to what
was his own, and his own people did not accept him. **But to all who
received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become
children of God, **who were born, not of blood or of the will of the
flesh or of the will of man, but of God. *And the Word became flesh
and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a
father’s only son, full of grace and truth. **(John testified to him and
cried out, “This was he of whom | said, ‘He who comes after me ranks
ahead of me because he was before me.’”) ®From his fullness we have
all received, grace upon grace. “'The law indeed was given through
Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. **No one has ever
seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart,
who has made him known.

P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C:  Praise to you, O Christ!
Message Leslee Froehlich
Hymn of the Day “He Came Down” Number 253

1 He came down that we may have love; he came down that we may
have love; he came down that we may have love; hallelujah
forevermore.

2 He came down that we may have light; he came down that we may
have light; he came down that we may have light; hallelujah
forevermore.

3 He came down that we may have peace; he came down that we
may have peace; he came down that we may have peace;
hallelujah forevermore.

4 He came down that we may have joy; he came down that we may
have joy; he came down that we may have joy; hallelujah
forevermore.
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Apostles’ Creed
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers

P: Joining our voices with the song of the angels, let us pray for
the church, the world, and all who are in need.

A brief silence

Redeeming God, you gather together your people from the farthest
parts of the earth. Protect your church from stumbling. Let it not be
overcome by sorrow, division, or despair. Make us radiant with
goodness, that we might live always to the praise of your glory. Hear
us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

You bring together heaven and earth. All creation testifies to your
splendor. Hold the ecosystems of this earth in delicate balance, from
coastlands to farmlands, forests to wetlands, deserts to rainforests.
Show us new ways to live in harmony with the world around us. Hear
us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

You overflow with grace upon grace. Expand the imaginations of those
who serve in positions of authority. Open their hearts to the needs of
their nations and communities. Protect all those in harm’s way and
those risking danger for the sake of others. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

You bring consolation to those who weep. Embrace those who feel far-
off, excluded, or defeated. Accompany those living with chronic and
invisible illness. Sustain the weak and weary. Refresh those who labor

under the weight of pain or sickness, especially those we remember in
aloud or in our hearts. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

You come to us in the beauty of darkness and of light. Bring justice and
reconciliation to communities divided by oppressions and misuse of
power. Guide us to speak holy words of advocacy and truth. Help us to
honor your image in one another. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

You turn our mourning into joy. We give thanks for those who have
died in faith. With all the saints, give us our inheritance in Christ. In the
fullness of time, gather us all together in your mercy. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of mercy, come quickly to us with grace upon grace as we lift
these and all our prayers to you, in the name of Jesus. Amen.

Sharing the Peace
P:  The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.

Benediction

May the Lord bless you and protect you.

May the Lord smile on you and be gracious to you.

May the Lord show you his favor and give you his peace.

Sending Hymn  “Angels We Have Heard on High" Number 289

1. Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o'er the plains,
And the mountains in reply, echoing their joyous strains.

Refrain: Gloria in excelsis Deo; gloria in excelsis Deo.

3. Come to Bethlehem and see Him whose birth the angels sing
Come, adore on bended knee Christ the Lord the newborn king.
Refrain

3. Come to Bethlehem and see Him whose birth the angels sing
Come, adore on bended knee Christ the Lord the newborn king.
Refrain
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Dismissal

Go in peace. Share the good news.

Thanks be to God!

Our thanks to this morning’s musician: Patrick Murphy
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