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INTRODUCTION

The second covenant in this year’s Lenten readings is the one made
with Abraham and Sarah: God’s promise to make them the ancestors of
many, with whom God will remain in everlasting covenant. Paul says
this promise comes to all who share Abraham’s faith in the God who
brings life into being where there was no life. We receive this baptismal
promise of resurrection life in faith. Sarah and Abraham receive new
names as a sign of the covenant, and we too get new identities in
baptism, as we put on Christ.

Welcome — Announcements

P: In the name of the Father, and of the T Son, and of the Holy
Spirit. Amen.

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is
not in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just
will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection and self-examination

P: Most merciful God,

C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved
our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your holy name. Amen.

P:  Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and,
for his sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained
minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name
of the Father, and of the T Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Prayer of the Day

O God, by the passion of your blessed Son you made an instrument of
shameful death to be for us the means of life. Grant us so to glory in
the cross of Christ that we may gladly suffer shame and loss for the
sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Gathering Hymn “O Lord, throughout These Forty Days"  Number 319

1. O Lord, throughout these forty days you prayed and kept the fast;
inspire repentance for our sin, and free us from our past.

2.  You strove with Satan, and you won; your faithfulness endured;
lend us your nerve, your skill and trust in God's eternal Word.

3. Though parched and hungry, yet you prayed and fixed your mind
above;
so teach us to deny ourselves that we may know God's love.

4. Be with us through this season, Lord, and all our earthly days,
that when the final Easter dawns, we join in heaven's praise.

First Reading Genesis 17:1-8, 15-16

When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to Abram,

and said to him, “l am God Almighty; walk before me, and be

blameless. >And | will make my covenant between me and you, and will

make you exceedingly numerous.” *Then Abram fell on his face; and

God said to him, *“As for me, this is my covenant with you: You shall be
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the ancestor of a multitude of nations. >No longer shall your name be
Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for | have made you the
ancestor of a multitude of nations. ®I will make you exceedingly fruitful;
and | will make nations of you, and kings shall come from you. ’I will
establish my covenant between me and you, and your offspring after
you throughout their generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be
God to you and to your offspring after you. 2And | will give to you, and
to your offspring after you, the land where you are now an alien, all the
land of Canaan, for a perpetual holding; and | will be their God." *God
said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her Sarai,
but Sarah shall be her name. *°I will bless her, and moreover | will give
you a son by her. | will bless her, and she shall give rise to nations;
kings of peoples shall come from her.”

L: Word of God, Word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.
Psalm Reading Psalm 22:23-31

You who fear the Lord, give praise! All you of Jacob’s line, give glory.
Stand in awe of the Lord, all you offspring of Israel.?*For the Lord does
not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty; neither is the Lord’s
face hidden from them; but when they cry out, the Lord hears them.
*From you comes my praise in the great assembly; | will perform my
vows in the sight of those who fear the Lord. **The poor shall eat and
be satisfied; let those who seek the Lord give praise! May your

hearts live forever! *’All the ends of the earth shall remember and
turn to the Lord; all the families of nations shall bow before God.

BEor dominion belongs to the Lord, who rules over the nations.
PIndeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow down in worship; all who
go down to the dust, though they be dead, shall kneel before the Lord.
®Their descendants shall serve the Lord, whom they shall proclaim to
generations to come. *'They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a
people yet unborn, saying to them, “The Lord has acted!”

Second Reading Romans 4:13-25
The promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham
or to his descendants through the law but through the righteousness of
faith. *If it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is
null and the promise is void. °For the law brings wrath; but where
there is no law, neither is there violation. '*For this reason it depends
on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be

guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law
but also to those who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father
of all of us, as it is written, “I have made you the father of many
nations”)—in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives
life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not

exist. **Hoping against hope, he believed that he would become “the
father of many nations,” according to what was said, “So numerous
shall your descendants be.” *He did not weaken in faith when he
considered his own body, which was already as good as dead (for he
was about a hundred years old), or when he considered the barrenness
of Sarah’s womb. °No distrust made him waver concerning the
promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to
God, **being fully convinced that God was able to do what he had
promised. *Therefore his faith “was reckoned to him as
righteousness.” BNow the words, “it was reckoned to him,” were
written not for his sake alone, **but for ours also. It will be reckoned to
us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, who
was handed over to death for our trespasses and was raised for our
justification.

L: Word of God, Word of life.

C: Thanks be to God.

L: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the eighth chapter.

C: Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel Reading Mark 8:31-38

Jesus began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great
suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the
scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again.32He said all this
quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. **But
turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get
behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things
but on human things.” **He called the crowd with his disciples, and said
to them, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny
themselves and take up their cross and follow me. **For those who
want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my
sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. **For what will it profit
them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? *’Indeed, what can
they give in return for their life? **Those who are ashamed of me and
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of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son
of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father
with the holy angels.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ!

Message Pr. Susan Dollinger

Hymn of the Day “Lamb of God” Number 336

1  Your only Son, no sin to hide, but you have sent him from your
side to walk upon this guilty sod and to become the Lamb of God.

Refrain:

O Lamb of God, sweet Lamb of God, | love the holy Lamb of God.
Oh, wash me in your precious blood, my Jesus Christ, the Lamb of
God.

2 Your gift of love we crucified. We laughed and scorned him as he
died. The humble king we named a fraud and sacrificed the Lamb
of God. Refrain

3 lwasso lost, | should have died, but you have brought me to your
side to be led by your staff and rod and to be called a Lamb of
God. Refrain

Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and
earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the
world, and all in need.

A brief silence

Your gift of grace is for all people. Give confident faith to all the
baptized, that they may follow you wholeheartedly. Give new believers
joy in your promises; give hope and courage to those who suffer for
their faith. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

All the ends of the earth worship you. From galaxies to
microorganisms, preserve your creation. Teach humanity to wonder at
your works and to join you in tending to creation’s well-being. Hear us,
O God.

Your mercy is great.

You rule over the nations. Raise up advocates for peace and justice
within and between nations. Give life where hope seems dead; call into
existence new realities we cannot even imagine. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

In Jesus you joined humanity in suffering and death. Reveal to all the
depth of your love shown on the cross. Accompany all who suffer in
body, mind, and spirit. Restore all who are sick or grieving, especially
those we remember aloud or in our hearts. Bring vindication for
victims of injustice, exploitation, and oppression.

Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

You made Abraham and Sarah the ancestors of a multitude of nations.
Bless grandparents, parents, and foster parents, and the children who
look to them for care and guidance. Console those who deal with
infertility, parents who have entrusted their children to adoption, and
children longing to be adopted. Equip ministries and services to
families. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We await the day of Christ’s coming in glory. Lead us by the example of
all the saints whom you have called to take up their cross and follow
you, that together we may find our lives in you. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.



We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Peace
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.

Please share a time of peace online with one another using the chat
comments or with someone next to you or spend this time in prayer.

Special Music “Just a Closer Walk with Thee”
Prayer of Preparation

Faithful God,

you walk beside us in desert places, and you meet us in our hunger
with bread from heaven. Accompany us in this meal, that we may
pass over from death to life with Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Words of Institution
The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
Prayer after Communion

God of steadfast love,

at this table you gather your people into one body for the sake of the
world. Send us in the power of your Spirit, that our lives bear witness
to the love that has made us new in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Benediction

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you and
be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and T give
you peace. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the

Holy Spirit. Amen.
Closing Hymn “I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say” Number 332

1 | heard the voice of Jesus say, "Come unto me and rest; lay down,
O weary one, lay down your head upon my breast." | came to
Jesus as | was, so weary, worn, and sad; | found in him a
resting-place, and he has made me glad.

2 | heard the voice of Jesus say, "Behold, | freely give the living
water, thirsty one; stoop down and drink and live." | came to
Jesus, and | drank of that life-giving stream; my thirst was
guenched, my soul revived, and now | live in him.

3 | heard the voice of Jesus say, "l am this dark world's light; look
unto me, your morn shall rise, and all your day be bright."
| looked to Jesus, and | found in him my star, my sun;
and in that light of life I'll walk till trav'ling days are done.

Dismissal
Go in peace. Share the good news.

Thanks be to God!

Our thanks to this morning’s musicians: Pat Hagensen, Gary Ritter, Judy
Swanson
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