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Prelude

INTRODUCTION

The gospel for the third Sunday of Easter is always one in which the risen
Christ shares food with the disciples, meals that are the Easter template
for the meal we share each Sunday. In today’s gospel, Jesus both shares
the disciples’ food and shows them the meaning of his suffering, death,
and resurrection through the scriptures, the two main elements of our
Sunday worship.

Welcome and Announcements
GATHERING
Confession and Forgiveness

P: In the name of the Father, and of the 1 Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and
from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you
and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not
in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will
forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection and self-examination
P: Most merciful God,

C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved
our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we
may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of
your holy name. Amen.

P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for
his sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister
of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore declare to
you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the
Father, and of the 9 Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Prayer of the Day
P: God of mercy,

C: we no longer look for Jesus among the dead, for he is alive and has
become the Lord of life. Increase in our minds and hearts the risen
life we share with Christ, and help us to grow as your people
toward the fullness of eternal life with you, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Prayer of the Day
P: Holy and righteous God,

C: you are the author of life, and you adopt us to be your children. Fill
us with your words of life, that we may live as witnesses to the
resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
Gathering Hymn  “Come, We That Love the Lord” Number 625

1 Come, we that love the Lord, and let our joys be known; join in a song
with sweet accord, join in a song with sweet accord and thus surround
the throne, and thus surround the throne.
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Refrain
We're marching to Zion, beautiful, beautiful Zion: we're marching
upward to Zion, the beautiful city of God.

2 Letthose refuse to sing who never knew our God; but children of the
heav'nly king, but children of the heav'nly king may tell their joys
abroad, may tell their joys abroad. Refrain

3 The hill of Zion yields a thousand sacred sweets before we reach the
heav'nly fields, before we reach the heav'nly fields, or walk the golden
streets, or walk the golden streets. Refrain

4 Then let our songs abound, and ev'ry tear be dry; we're marching
through Immanuel's ground, we're marching through Immanuel's
ground, to fairer worlds on high,to fairer worlds on high. Refrain

WORD

Bible Reading Acts 3:1-10
One day Peter and John were going up to the temple at the hour of
prayer, at three o'clock in the afternoon. 2And a man lame from birth was
being carried in. People would lay him daily at the gate of the temple
called the Beautiful Gate so that he could ask for alms from those entering
the temple. *When he saw Peter and John about to go into the temple, he
asked them for alms. *Peter looked intently at him, as did John, and said,
"Look at us." °And he fixed his attention on them, expecting to receive
something from them. ®But Peter said, "I have no silver or gold, but what |
have | give you; in the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, stand up and
walk." ’And he took him by the right hand and raised him up; and
immediately his feet and ankles were made strong. ®Jumping up, he stood
and began to walk, and he entered the temple with them, walking and
leaping and praising God. °All the people saw him walking and praising
God, " and they recognized him as the one who used to sit and ask for
alms at the Beautiful Gate of the temple; and they were filled with
wonder and amazement at what had happened to him.

L: Word of God, word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.
Psalm Reading Psalm 4

Answer me when | call, O God, defender of my cause; you set me free
when | was in distress; have mercy on me and hear my prayer. “You
mortals, how long will you dishonor my glory; how long will you love

illusions and seek after lies?” Know that the Lord does wonders for the
faithful; the Lord will hear me when | call. Tremble, then, and do not sin;
speak to your heart in silence upon your bed. Offer the appointed
sacrifices, and put your trust in the Lord. Many are saying, “Who will
show us any good?” Let the light of your face shine upon us, O Lord.
You have put gladness in my heart, more than when grain and wine
abound. In peace, | will lie down and sleep; for you alone, O Lord, make
me rest secure.

Bible Reading 1John 3:1-7
See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children
of God; and that is what we are. The reason the world does not know us is
that it did not know him. *Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we
will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when he is
revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is. *And all who
have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure. *Everyone who
commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. *You know that he
was revealed to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. °®No one who
abides in him sins; no one who sins has either seen him or known

him. ’Little children, let no one deceive you. Everyone who does what is
right is righteous, just as he is righteous.

L: Word of God, word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.
P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-fourth chapter.

Gospel Reading Luke 24:36b-48
Jesus himself stood among the disciples and said to them, “Peace be with
you.” *’They were startled and terrified, and thought that they were
seeing a ghost. **He said to them, “Why are you frightened, and why do
doubts arise in your hearts? *Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is
I myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as
you see that | have.” “And when he had said this, he showed them his
hands and his feet. ““While in their joy they were disbelieving and still
wondering, he said to them, “Have you anything here to eat?” *They gave
him a piece of broiled fish, “*and he took it and ate in their presence.
*“Then he said to them, “These are my words that | spoke to you while |
was still with you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses,
the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.” *Then he opened their
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minds to understand the scriptures, *and he said to them, “Thus it is
written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the
third day, “’and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be
proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. “You are
witnesses of these things.”

The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ!

Children’s Message Pam Ensley
Message Pr. Susan Dollinger
Hymn of the Day “Now the Green Blade Rises” Number 379

1. Now the green blade rises from the buried grain, wheat that in dark
earth many days has lain; love lives again, that with the dead has been;
love is come again like wheat arising green.

2. In the grave they laid him, love by hatred slain, thinking that he would
never wake again, laid in the earth like grain that sleeps unseen; love is
come again like wheat arising green.

3. Forth he came at Easter, like the risen grain, he that for three days in
the grave had lain; raised from the dead, my living Lord is seen; love is
come again like wheat arising green.

4. When our hearts are wintry, grieving, or in pain, your touch can call us
back to life again, fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been;
love is come again like wheat arising green.

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

1 believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the
dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the
living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and
the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers

Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our
prayers before God who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love.

A brief silence

Living God, in the midst of Easter joy we are still filled with questions and
wondering. Open our hearts and minds as we encounter the scriptures, so
that the church embodies repentance and forgiveness in the name of
Jesus to all nations. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Creating God, like a master artist you have fashioned the universe out of
your love and delight. Heal your creation where it is in need of
restoration. Provide all the inhabitants of earth a peaceful and sustainable
home. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of all, the nations hunger and thirst for your righteousness. Many call
on you for guidance and strength. Answer their hopes with the peace of
Christ and give your lovingkindness to national, state, and local leaders.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Healing God, you hear the cries of those in need and answer them in their
distress. Grant to those who are sick and suffering your compassion and
nurse them back to health and wholeness, especially those we remember
aloud or in our hearts. Be close to the hearts of the lonely. Hear us,

O God.

Your mercy is great.

Loving Parent, you have given us such love that we should be called the
children of God. Reveal yourself to us so that we in this community of
faith will become more and more like you in our mutual love and bold
witness. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of all times and ages, those who have died now see you as you
are. We thank you for their lives among us. Assure us of the peace you
have promised, that we may join them in everlasting life. Hear us, O God.
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Your mercy is great.

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in
your never-ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Peace
P: The peace of the Risen Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.

Please share a time of peace online with one another using the chat
comments or with someone next to you or spend this time in prayer.

“Jesus, the Very Thought of You” Bernard of Clairvaux, John B. Dykes
Prayer of Preparation
P: God of love,

C: youcall us beloved children and welcome us to your table. Receive
our lives as a gift. Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering
world; for the sake of your beloved Child, Jesus Christ. Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving

P: The Lord be with you.

C And also with you

P Lift up your hearts.

C: We lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Words of Institution

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,

and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Blessing

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep
you in God’s grace, now and always. Amen.

Prayer after Communion

P: Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in our
hearts. Satisfy the hunger still around us, and send us as joyful
witnesses, that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Benediction

P:  May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to
love the risen Lord Jesus. The God of life, Creator, HRedeemer, and
Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen.

Sending Song “Go, My Children, with My Blessing” Number 543

1. “Go, my children, with my blessing, never alone. Waking, sleeping, |
am with you, you are my own. In my love’s baptismal river | have
made you mine forever. Go, my children, with my blessing, you are
my own.”

2. “Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure. Here you learned
how much | love you, what | can cure. Here you heard my dear Son’s
story, here you touched him, saw his glory. Go, my children, sins
forgiven, at peace and pure.”

3.  “Go, my children, fed and nourished, closer to me. Grow in love and
love by serving, joyful and free. Here my Spirit’s power filled you,
here my tender comfort stilled you. Go, my children, fed and
nourished, joyful and free.”

Postlude

Our thanks to this morning’s musicians: Pat Hagensen, Gary Ritter, Judy
Swanson
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“Now the Green Blade Rises”

Text: John MacLeod Campbell Crum
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